UNI TED STATES ENVI RONMENTAL PROTECTI ON AGENCY
REG ON 5
DATE:

SUBJECT: Reports of Significant Devel opnments and Activities
Endi ng on June 7, 2000

FROM WIlliam E. Mino, Director
Superfund Di vi sion

TO  Francis X. Lyons
Regi onal Adm ni strat or

David A. Ulrich
Deputy Regi onal Adm ni strator

The activities |isted bel ow are organi zed by site-specific
activities and training/conferences:

SI TE- SPECI FI C ACTI VI TI ES

Response (Pipeline Failure)., Wlverine Pipeline Conpany,
Jackson, M chi gan

On June 7, 2000, United States Environnental Protection Agency
(U.S. EPA) On-Scene Coordinators (0OSCs) Kurt Grunert and Ral ph
Dol | hopf received notification of a pipeline failure in
Jackson, M chigan. The OSCs nmobilized to the scene and net
with Mchigan State Police, Backman Township officials, and
representatives fromthe Wl verine Pipeline Conpany to assess
the situation. A 16-inch pipeline broke, due to unknown
causes at this time, causing a release of approximtely 75,000
gal l ons of unl eaded gasoline. The gasoline mgrated fromthe
surroundi ng saturated soil into a small drainage ditch. The
drai nage ditch flowed into unnaned creeks and small ditches
that lead to the Grand River approximately 1 mle away. The
Wbl veri ne Pi peline Conpany nobilized 2 cleanup contractors to
contain the spill. Contractors are utilizing booms, overflow
dans, skimrers, and vacuumtrucks to collect the spilled

mat erials. Approxi mtely 40,000 gallons of gasoline and

30, 000 gall ons of water have been collected and stored in
above-ground storage tanks owned by the Conpany.

Approximately 450 famlies in a one square nle area



2

surroundi ng the spill source were evacuated by the M chigan
State Police after the Governor declared a state of enmergency.

The OSCs, along with the State and local O ficials and
potential responsible parties, are working around the clock to
contain the spill and prevent the gasoline fromentering the
Grand River. The OSCs are also providing air nonitoring in 5
residential areas. All parties agreed that an investigation
to determ ne the cause of the spill will take place when the
situation is stabilized and working conditions are safe.

Contacts: Kurt Grunert (734-692-7684)
Ral ph Dol | hopf (734-692-7682)

Conplaint Filed, Ventura Foods, Alberta Lea, M nnesota

On May 30, 2000, U.S. EPA, Ofice of Chem cal Energency
Prepar edness and Prevention, issued an Adm nistrative
Conpl ai nt agai nst Ventura Foods, Al berta Lea, M nnesota, for
failing to immrediately notify the National Response Center
(NRC) and the M nnesota State Enmergency Response Conm ssion
(SERC) of a release of 1000 - 1500 pounds of ammmonia, and
failing to provide a witten followup report to the SERC as
soon as practicable after the release. Ammpnia is a

Conmpr ehensi ve Environnmental Response, Conpensation and
Liability Act hazardous substance with a reportable quantity
(RQ of 100 pounds. This release was 10 - 15 tinmes the RQ
The NRC and SERC were notified approximtely 22 hours after
constructive know edge of a release of an RQ of ammonia. The
rel ease occurred when a pressure relief valve on their anmonia
refrigeration systemfailed. |In addition, Ventura Foods
failed to provide a Tier Il formto the SERC and their |ocal
fire departnment regarding the storage of 8,600 pounds of
anmoni a for the 1996 and 1997 reporting years. A $302,529
penalty is proposed. Ventura Foods has 30 days to respond to
t he Conpl ai nt.

Contact: Ruth McNamara (312-353-3193)

Landfill Surveved (Radi oactive Contam nation), Elgin, Illinois

On May 23, 2000, using d obal Positioning System equi pment
connected to a gamma radi ati on survey nmeter, staff of U S. EPA
Regi on 5's renoval program began a characterization of a
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landfill in Elgin, Illinois. The site is known to contain
pockets of elevated thorium soils, some substantial. It is
believed that this material cane froma thorium contam nated
construction project in the Streeterville area of downtown
Chi cago. That site is believed to be connected to the Lindsay
Light Il site, which was an ore processing facility used to
obtain thoriumfor gas mantles around 1910 to 1940. Once
survey results are analyzed, potentially responsible parties
will be directed to drill and do subsurface neasurenents to
assess the extent and degree of contam nation. Based upon
those results, U S. EPA may direct a renoval action be
perf or med.

Contacts: Verneta Sinon (312-886-3601)
Fred M cke (312-886-5123)

Pl anni ng | nspection, Rockwell International Corp. (Allegan
Pl ant) Superfund Site, Allegan, M chigan

On May 22, 2000, the U S. EPA renedial project manager and

U S. EPA's contractor for the fund-lead renedia

investigation/ feasibility study at the Rockwell International
Superfund site in Allegan, M chigan, conducted a site planning
i nspection. During the planning inspection, the site team

st aked out sanpling | ocations for upcomng field work;

eval uated the condition of existing nonitoring wells and

pi ezoneters; collected groundwater elevations; and, identified
moni toring well and piezoneter |ocations that contained |ight
non- aqueous phase |iquid (LNAPL).

During the inspection the site team di scovered that one

moni toring well was destroyed, and that several nonitoring
wel I's and piezoneters will require redevel opment. G oundwater
el evati ons were seasonally higher and LNAPL was detected in
one piezometer at a significantly greater thickness than
previously detected. Based on the inspection and on-goi ng

di scussions, the contractor is adjusting plans to insure that
any wastes that are |located entirely below the water table
will be identified during the field investigation. The field
investigation is expected to begin in July 2000 and take
approximately 2 nonths to conpl ete.

Contact: Karen Cibul skis (312-886-1843)
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TRAI NI NG CONFERENCES

Meeti ng, Federal Energency Managenent Adency Conpr ehensive
HAZMAT Energency Response - Capability Assessnent Program
Chi cago, Illinois

On May 30-31, 2000, the quarterly Conprehensive HAZMAT

Emer gency Response - Capability Assessnent Program ( CHER- CAP)
nmeeting was held at the Federal Energency Managenent Agency
(FEMA) Region 5 Ofice in Chicago, Illinois. The U S. EPA
Region 5 participants were Tom Gei shecker (Enmergency Response
Branch), and Cheryl MlIntyre and d enn Cekus (Office of

Chem cal Enmergency Preparedness and Prevention). The CHER- CAP
Programinvolves a FEMA initiative to conduct an intensive
Hazardous Materials (HAZMAT) exercise planning and training
program that is hosted by an active Local Energency Pl anning
Committee (LEPC). The programinitially focuses on HAZMAT
response as provided at a hospital or other nmedical facility
and works its way back to the LEPC energency operations plan,
which is also tested in the exercise. Mst of the exercises
conducted thus far involve transportation rel ated HAZMAT
exerci se scenarios. After the nmeeting, Ms. Mintyre, M.
Cekus, and Mark Horwitz, Chief, Ofice of Chem cal Energency
Prepar edness and Prevention (OCEPP), discussed the
relationship of this programto other exercises planned in the
future by OCEPP

Contact: @ enn Cekus (312-353-6449)

Conmput er Ai ded Managenent Energency Operations Training,
Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, Illinois

On May 24-25, 2000, John El kmann, of Office of Chem cal

Emer gency Preparedness and Prevention, presented two days of

t he Conput er Ai ded Managenent Energency Operations training at
Southern Illinois University in Carbondale, Illinois. A class
of 15 emergency planners and responders attended.

Contact: John El kmann (312-353-8186)

cc. Steve Herman (OECA)
Barry Breen (OECA)
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Larry Zaragoza ( OSVER)

Region 5 State Superfund Coordinators
Division/Office Directors

ORA State Coordinators

Regi onal Team Managers



